SALMON BAY
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Located on the Northeast Shore of Prince of Wales Islagd.

* %k %

MAR 2 1 1925

FISHERIES

There was a small run of sockeyes in this bay on July 1, when tﬁe first
examination was made, and the number increased gradwally. The run of sockeyes
ended the latter part of July with the peak of the run being between July 19
and 26; however, it proved a very small run in comparison with former years.

A few humpbacks began jumping in the bgy August 1, but the principal
run commenced August 12 and by August 17 there were practically 2000 humpbacks
in the upper creek. From August 22 to 28 there was an average of 200 hump-
backs escaping per day.

In regard to fishing in this bay, will say there were several seine boats
in Salmon Bay throughout the season. The mouth of the bay is very narrow and
these boats anchored immediately below the dead line, thereby catching 90% of
the fish, on either the incoming or receding tide.

SUMMARY
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In regard to the escapement of sockeyes up stream, will say, since I have
been stationed here, my opinion is it has been small as compared with total
number of run. The fishermen all agree that this years run was much below
that of the last few years, Jjudging from my own observations.

There was first, all through July too much water in creek and during
last few days of July and so far in August too little. During most of July
the stream was at freshet stage which sounds all right but fdr sockeyes too
much water is as bad as too little., 1In g stream where the fishing is as keen
as it is here the fishermen only wait for one jump to lay out net and there
were so many seines, that day after day by time 6f low tide apparently every
salmon had been taken. The reason too much fresh water in a stream is a

detriment is that sockeyes do not go up stream at once on arrival but go up
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and down with tide until they become used to fresh water. Now in an ordinary
season here they will go up and down maybe a couple of tides and then lodge

in a place here that fishermen call the hole, which is a deep spot in tidal
portion of creek about 400 ft. in length, varying in depth at low water from

6 ft. to 20 ft. When creek is not at high stage water in this hole remains
about half salt until high tide fills it again. I have seen as many as

5000 or 6000 fish in there at one time and have heard of much larger numbers
being caught there on one low tide. Through most of July this year on account
of freshet in creek the water became perfectly fresh ir hole toward the last of
runout on ebb. I tasted water a number of times. When the water got too fresh
the sockeyes would drop out of hole and come down to lower bay and as soon as
they got where water was salt they started jumping and playing; all of the time,
drifting with the current until they got over deadline which was their finish,
None of them survived long enough to be able to stand the fresh water in hole

or in the stream itself. I watched hole many days for signs of salmon lodged
there. Many times I saw that not one salmon had remained over tide and then
during hot dry spell when creek level was falling day after day the salmon did
not seem to attempt to go up stream to lake and in evenings of very hot days
water got too warm far them in hole and they would come down @ver riffles to
lower bay and all those that crossed deadline were caught. That was what boats
Era and Castle were waiting for the last two or three weeks, all of the other
boats having left when the number of fish coming in from straits became too small
to Jjustify their staying longer. The fishermen on the Castle and Era are wise
as to the way salmon act here in dry weather and they caught about $2000.00 worth
of fish after other boats had gone elsewhere, Nine out of every ten sockeyes
caught had been in hole for varying lengths of time, some were very black. They

have not given up even yet, the Castle is at the mouth of the bay this morning
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(August 16) in hopes of getting a haul but there are not many fish around this
morning, although there are still a number in hﬁle.

There is another problem now to confront in allowing escapement of fish;
that is, these prolonged dry spells in summer, Since 1922, when I was at Thorne
Bay the dry weather has lasted longer than the humpback run. In 1922 the small
streams like Tolstoi, Snug C‘ove, South Arm and those two small streams towards
Narrow Point did not get any fish to plant eggs. I looked at them all after hump-
backs had quit coming in any more and no fish were in evidence; all had been
caught in salt water around mouths of the streams. Last year I was working on
Cleveland Peninsula and two small streams at Vixem Inlet from which two ‘seiners,
I know, told me they got fifty thousand humpbacks between two boats. These
streams did not have a live fish in them for a distance of about & mile above their
mouths. Above that point there was no stream - just the creek bed., This was
when salmon had quit showing anywhere in Ernest Sound or around the creek mouths.

If this Salmon Bay stream had been closed to all fishing even for a
part of the time the sockeyes were running there is no doubt but the run could
have been brought back to normal. I have been familiar with this stream for
sbout 25 years or more and it has beem abused to an mmbelievable extent, almost
all of that time, and still it persists in producing sockeyes. 1t is a subjeect
of comment wherever any old timers are discussing the destruction of the salmon
in Alaska, as it seems to disprove owr arguments,

The run of salmon has been depleted in many streams, that have not been
fished nearly so much as this one, to such an extent that it does not pay to fish
any more. Some conditiem or something about this stream or lake must be very
favorable for the production of salmon.

JeAJKelley,

Season of 1924, Stream Watchman.
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About the escapement of sockeyes up stream, since I have been
stationed here, my opinion is it has been small as compared with total
number of run. The fishermen all agree that this years run was much
below that of the last few years. My own observation bears out that.

There was first, all shrough July, too much water in creek and
during last days of July amd so far in August too little. During most
of July the stream was at freshet stage, which sounds all right but
for sockeyes too much water is as bad as too little in a stream where
the fishing is as keen as it is here. The fishermen only wait for
one jump to lay out net and there were so many seines,that day after
day by time of low tide apparently every salmon had been taken.

The reason that too mmch £resh water in stream is: not bemeficial
is that sockeyes do not go up stream at once on arrival but go up and
down with tide, till they become used to fresh water. Now in an ordin-
ary season here they will go up and down may be a couple of tides and
then lodge in a place here that fishermen call the hole, which is a deep
spot in tidal portion of creek about 400 ft. in length,varying in depth at
low water from 6 ft. to 20 ft. When creek is not at high stage water
in this remains about half salt until next high tide fills in again.

I have seen as many as 5,000 or 6,000 fish in there at one time and have
heard of much larger numbers being caught there on one low tide.

Through the most of July this year,on account of freshet in
creek, the water became perfectly fresh in holt towards the last of
runout on ebb. I tasted water a number of times. When the water
got too fresh the sockeye would drop out of hole and come down to lower
bay, and as soon as they got where water was salt they started jumping
and playing; all the time drifting #ith the current till they got over
deadline, which was their finish. None of them survived dong enough
to be able to stand the fresh water in hole or in the stream itself,

I watched hole many days for signs of salmon lodged there, many times,
I did not see that one salmon had remained over tide and them during
hot dry spell when creek level was falling day after day the salmon did
not seem to attempt to go up stream to lake and in evenings of very hot
days water got too warm for them in hole and they would come down over
riffles to lower bay and all those that crossed deadline were caught.




That wgs what the boats Era and Castle were waiting for
the last two or three weeks. All the boats left vhen the number
of fish coming in from straits became too small to justify staying
longer. Those two fellows on Era and Castle are wise to the
way salmon act here in dry weather and they caught about two thousand
dollars worth of fish after other boats had gsone elsewhere.

Wine out of ten of all sockeyes they got had been in hole
for varying length of time, some were very black. They have not given
up even yet. Castle is off mouth of bay this morning - August 16,
in hopes of getting a haul, but there are no fish around this morning,
although there is still a number in hole. There is another problem
now to confront in allowing escapement of fish,that is, these prolonged
dry spells in summer,since 1922, when I was at Thorne Bagy, the dry
weather bas lasted longer thanm humpback run.

In 1922 the small streams like Tolstoi, Snmug Cove, South Arm
and those two small streams towards Narrow Point got no fish to plant
eggs. I looked at them all after humpbacks hzd quit coming in.

There were no fisk in them;all had been caught in salt water around their

mouths.

Last year I was working on Cleveland Peninsula and two small
streams at Vixen Inlet,from which two seiners I know told me they got
fifty thousand humpies between two boats, did not have a live fish in
them for a distance of about a mile above their mouths. Above that
point there was no stream,only the creek bed. This was when salmon
had quit showing anywhere in Ernest Sound or aroung creek mouth.

If this Salmon Bgy stream had been closed to all fishing even
for a part of the time the sockeyes were running there is no doubt but
it could be brought back strong. I am familiar with this stream for
about 25 years or mare and it has been abused to an unbelievable extent,
almost all that time and still it persists in producing sockeyes. It is
a subject of comment whereever any old timers are discussing the destruction
of the salmon in Alaska, as it seems to disprove our arguments.

Many streams that have not been used nearly so bad as this one
have been cleaned out so bad that they do not pay to fish any more. Some
condi tion or something about this stream or lake must be very favorable
for the production of salmon.

(Signed) J.A.Eelley.

Stream Watchman,
Salmon Bay.

August 16,1924.
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Report from J.i.Kelley, Stream Watchman,
Salmon Bay
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FISHERIES

About the escapement of sockeyes up stream, since I have been
stationed here, my opinion is it has been small as compared with total
mumber of run. The fishermen all agree that this years run was much
below that of the last few years. Iy own observationm bears out that,

There was first, all shrough July, too much water in creek and
during last days of July and so far in August too little. Durisg most
July the stream was at freshet stage, which sounds all right but
sockeyes too much water is as bad as too little im a stream where
as keen as 1t is here, The fishermen only wait for

fills in again.
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That wgs what the boats and Jastle were waiting for
the last two or three weeks. 41l the boats left when the number
of fish coming in from straits bdecame too smell to Justify staying
longer. Those two fellows on Bra and Qastle are wide to the
way salmon act here in dry weather and they caught about two thousand
dollars worth of fish after other boats had gone elsewhere,

Nine out of ten of all sockeyes they got had been in hole
for varying lemgth of time, some were very black. They have not given
up even yet. Sastle is off mouth of bay this morning - August 16,
in hopes of getting & haul, but there are no fish around this moraing,
although there is still a number in hole. There is another problem
now to coufromt inm allowing escapement of fish,that is, these prolonged
dry speils in summer,since 1922, when 1 was at Thorne Bay, the dry
weather Mas lasted ionger tham humpback runm.

In 1922 the small streams like Tolstoi, Snug Cove, South Arm
and those two small strsams towards Narrow Point got no fish to plant
eggs. I looked at them all after humpbacks had quit coming inm,

There were no fish in themgall had been caught in salt water around their
mouths .

Last year I was working on Qlevelani Peninsula ani two small
streams at Vizen Inlet,from which two seiners I know told me they got
fifty thousand humpies between two boats, d@id not have a live fish in
them for a distance of about a mile above their mouths, .Above that
point there was no stream,only the oreek bed, This was when salmon
had quit showing anywhere in Ermest Sound or aroung oreek mouth.

If this Salmon Bay stream had been closed to all fishing even
for a part of the time the sockeyes were rumning there is no doubt but
it could be brought dack strong. I am familiar with this stream for
about 25 years or mare and it has been abused to an unbelievadle extent,
almost all that time and still it persists in producing sockeyes. It is
& subjeet of comment whereever any old timers are discussing the dsstruction
of the salmon in Alaska, as it seems to disprove our arguwonts.

Hany streams that have not been used nearly so bad as this ome
have been cleaned out 80 bad that they do net pay to fish any more. Some
condi tion or something about this stream or lake must be very favorable
for the production of salmon.

(Signed) J.i.Nslley.

Stream Watchman,
Salmon Bay.

August 16,1924,



Report from J.h.Kelley, Stresm VWatchman,
Salmon  Bay
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About the escapement of sockeyes up stream, since I have beem
stationed here, my opinion is it haes been small as compered with total
mnber of run. The fishermen all agree th:ut this years run was much
below that of the last few years. Iy own observation bears out that,

There was first, all shrough July, too mmch water in creek and
during last days of July and so far in August too little, During most
of July the stream wes at freshet stage, which sounds all right but
for sockeyes too much water is as bad as too little in a stream where
the fishing is as keen as it is heres, The fishermen only wait for
one jump t lay out net and there were so many seines,that day after
day by time of low tide apparemntly every salmon had been takem,

The reason that too much fresh water inm stream is mnot bemeficial
is that sockeyes do not go up stream at once on arrival but go up and
down with tide, till they become used to fresh water, Now in an ordine
ary season here they will go up and down may be a couple of tides and
then lodge im a place here that fishermen call the hole, which is a deep
spot in tidal portion of oreek about 400 f%, in length,varying in depth at
low water from 6 ft. to 20 ft. When creek is not at high stage water
in this remains about half salt until nmext high tide 7ills in againm,.
have seen as many as 5,000 or 6,000 fish in there at one time and have
of much larger numbers being caught there on one low tide.
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Through the most of July this year,on account of freshet in
the water became perfectly fresh in holt towards the last of
on ebb. 1 tasted water a number of times, When the wuter
fresh the sodkeye wuld drop out of hole and come down to lower
a8 soon as they got where water was salt they started jumping
ings all the time drifting with the cwrrent till they got over
s Which was thelr finish, None of them survived lomg enough
le to stand the fresh water in hole or in the stresm itself,

hole many days for signs of salmon lodged there, many times,
see that one salmon hed remained over tide and them during
el]l vhen creek lovel woe falling day after day the salmon did
to attempt © go up stream t lake and in evemings of very hot
days water got too warm for them im hole and they would come down over
riffles to lower bay and all those that crossed deadline were caught,
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That was what the boats -Jra and Jastle were waiting for
the last two or three weeks., 4ll the boats left when the number
of fish coming in from sitraits becam too smll to Justify staying
longer. Those two fellows on Ers and Qastle are wide to the
way salmon act here in dry westher and they caught about two thousand
@llars worth of fish after other boats had goue elsewhers,

Wine out of ten of all sodkeyes they got had been in hole
for varying lemgth of time, some were very black. They have not givem
up even yot.  Qastle is off mouth of bay this morning - August 16,
in hopes of getting & haul, but there are no fish around this morming,
although there is still a number in hole. There is another problem
now to confromt in allowing escipement of fish,that is, these prolonged
dry spells in summer,sinse 19232, when I was at Thorne Bay, the dry
weather Mas lasted longer than humpback rune

In 1922 the small streams like Tolstoi, Smug Cove, South irm
and those two amall stresms towards Harrow Point got no fish to plant
[T 1% I lcoked st them all after humpbacks had quit coming in,
There woere no fish in thenjall had beer osught in salt water around their
mouths.

Last year | was working ov Glevelani Peninsula ani two small
streams at Vizen Imlet,from whish Ywo seiners I know told me they got
fifty thousand humpies between tw boats, did not have a live figh im
them for a distance of about a mile above thelr mouths. Above that
point there was no stream,only the creek beds This wae when salmon
had quit showing anywisre in Ernest Sound oF aroung creek mouth,

If this Salmon Bsy stream had been closed $0 all fishing even
for a part of the time the sockeyes were rumning there is no doubt but
it could be drought back stromg. I am familiar with this stream for
about 2B years or more and it has been abused t0 au undbelievable extenmt,
almost all that time smd still it persists in producing sockeyes. It is
& subject of comment whereever any 0ld timers are discussing the destruction
of the salmon in Alaska, as it seens to disprove our arguments.

Many streams that have not been used nearly so bad as this ome
have been cleaned out 80 bad that they do not pay to fish any more. Some
condi tion or something about this stream or lake must be very faverable
for the production of salmon,

(8igned] J.i.Eelley.

Stream Watchman,
Salmon Bay.

August 16,1924,



